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General Performance Notes 
 
Pronunciation: All text should be pronounced using European Spanish (i.e. non-North American) practice. 
 
Movement I 

Stem-less note heads are to be performed “cola parte”, of indeterminate length. Stem-less note heads with slashes  designates the end of a duration. 
 
 
Voice 

 
Perform with mouth closed (+) moving to open (o) then closed again, allowing harmonics to sound. Perform all consonances and vowels within the context of the 
given word. Do not vocalize sounds in parentheses. 
 
 

 
 
Perform as fast as possible throughout the duration indicated by the beam extension. Use the vowel sounds in the brackets.  
 

 
 
Perform as above using the previous sequence of vowel sounds



Movement II 
 
Viola 
 

 
 
Mute the open strings indicated by lightly pressing the strings near the nut, without producing harmonics 
 
 
 

 
 
 
In position IV, touch the strings (mute) and gliss slowly to position III while rapidly arpeggiating with the bow.



 
 
 I from "Suicidio" 

 
Por el balcón se veía una torre. 
El se sintió balcón y torre. 
 
 
II Casida del Llanto 
 
He cerrado mi balcón 
porque no quiero oír el llanto, 
pero por detrás de los grises muros 
no se oye otra cosa que el llanto. 
 
Hay muy pocos ángeles que canten, 
hay muy perros que ladren, 
mil violines caben en la palma de mi mano. 
 
Pero el llanto es un perro inmenso, 
el llanto es un ángel inmenso, 
el llanto es un violí inmenso, 
las lágrimas amordazan al viento, 
y no se oye otra cosa que llanto. 
 
 
 
 

I from "Suicide" 
 
From the balcony he saw a tower. 
He felt himself both balcony and tower. 
  Edwin Honig 
 
II Casida of the Lament 
 
I have shut my balcony 
because I do not want to hear the weeping, 
but from behind the grey walls 
nothing else is heard but the weeping. 
 
There are very few angels that sing, 
there are very few dogs that bark, 
a thousand violins fit into the palm of my hand. 
 
But the weeping is an immense dog, 
the weeping is an immense angel, 
the weeping is an immense violin, 
the tears muzzle the wind, 
nothing else is heard but the weeping. 
  Stephen Spender and J.L. Gili  
 
 
 

Texts used by permission. 
 
“Suicide” by Federico García Lorca, Translated by Stephen Spender and J.L. Gili, from THE SELECTED POEMS OF FEDERICO GARCÍA LORCA, copyright 
1944, 1955, 2005 by New Directions Publishing Corp. 
 
“Casida of the Lament” by Federico García Lorca, Translated by Edwin Honig, from THE SELECTED POEMS OF FEDERICO GARCÍA LORCA, copyright 
1955, 2005 by New Directions Publishing Corp. 
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